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1. SOCIALIST ETHIOPIA CELEBRATED ITS FIRST MAY DAY EVER IN 
CEREMONIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. ADDIS ABABA CEREMONY SAW 
TENS OF THOUSANDS MARCHING THROUGH STREETS OF CITY IN CARNIVAL 
ATMOSPHERE. IN CEREMONIES HELD AT MESKAL SQUARE, WHERE REVIEW- 
ING STAND SET UP FOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND DIPLOMATIC CORPS. 
SPEECHES WERE GIVEN BY PMAC CHAIRMAN BG TEFERI BANTI AND ALEM 
ABDI, FIRST VICE PRESIDENT OF CONFEDERATION OF ETHIOPIAN LABOR 
UNIONS (CELU). 

2. CONTENT OF TEFERI'S SPEECH GENERALLY MODERATE AND EMPHASIZED 
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EXPECTED OF A LABOR LEADER UNDER A SOCIALIST REGIME, INCLUDED 
STRIDENT REMARKS DIRECTED AGAINST IMPERIALISM WHICH HE CLAIMED HAS 
NOT YET BEEN COMPLETELY OVERCOME IN ETHIOPIA. EMBASSY POUCHING 
TEXTS OF SPEECHES. 

3. PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF OFFICIAL CEREMONIES, GROUP OF STUDENTS 
ESTIMATED BY TWO AMERICAN SOURCES AT TWO TO THREE THOUSAND 
ATTEMPTED TO MARCH IN DIRECTION OF REVIEWING STAND. STUDENTS 
CARRIED PICTURES OF MAO, CHE, LENIN, ET AL AND REPORTEDLY SHOUTED 
ANTI-US SLOGANS. A GROUP OF APPROXIMATELY 20 COMMANDO POLICE, 
APPARENTLY PREPARED FOR THE GROUP, CHARGED IN AND ARRESTED 
APPROXIMATELY 20 TO 30 OF THE DEMONSTRATION LEADERS. ENTIRE 
INCIDENT REPORTEDLY LASTED ONLY FIVE TO TEN MINUTES AND WAS LITTLE 
NOTICED AMONG THE OTHER FESTIVITIES. 

4. EMBASSY OFFICERS TRAVELING SOUTH (DEBRE ZEIT, LANGANO, 

SHASHEMANE) ON MAY DAY WITNESSED MANY PEACEFUL, WELL-ORGANIZED 
DEMONSTRATIONS GENERALLY SPEARHEADED BY ZEMATCHA STUDENTS CARRY 
ING RED FLAGS IN MANY SMALL TOWNS ALONG ROUTE. 

5. CONTRARY TO EARLIER PREDICTIONS, NO DRAMATIC ANNOUNCEMENTS, 

SUCH AS CURRENCY REFORM OR RELEASE OF SOME DETAINEES, WERE 
FORTHCOMING. 
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